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NOTES. 

A meeting of the Chicago Academy of Sciences was held on 
June 11th, in honor of the memory of its late Trustee, Director of 
its Museum, and Secretary, Dr. William Stimpson. A sketch of 
the life of Dr. Stimpson -was given by President Foster. Letters 
were read from Prof. Joseph Henry, Mr. George C. Walker and 
others, and remarks were made by members of the Academy, 
bearing witness to the great and faithful labors of Dr. Stimpson 
in the cause of science and in the work of the Academy. Mr. E. 
W. Blatchford offered a series of resolutions in honor of the mem- 
ory of Dr. Stimpson and providing for the publication, in the 
Transactions of the Academy, of a. Memoir on his life, and the 
entering of the following tablet on the records : 




At a meeting of the Essex Institute held on June 12th, Presi- 
dent Wheatland alluded to the death of Dr. Stimpson aud called 
attention to the fact that his first experience in dredging, in which 
department of investigation he afterwards became so noted, was at 
a field meeting of the Essex Institute, of which he was a member. 
Mr. Putnam remarked on the great loss which science had met 
with in the death of Dr. Stimpson, and on his suggestion a commit- 
tee was appointed to express, by a series of resolutions, the loss 
which the Institute experienced by the decease of its late member. 

We abstract the following notice of Major Lyon from the 
" Louisville Courier Journal " of June 25th : — 

" Sidney S. Lyon, one of the most noted geologists in the 
West, died at his residence in Jeffersonville, Ohio, yesterday of 
paralysis, the result of wounds received during the late war. 

(505) 
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Major Lyon was* born in Cincinnati in the year 1807. He came to 
Louisville while a young man and supported himself for a time by 
portrait painting. Naturally of a studious disposition, and having 
an original mind, he became interested in the study of civil engi- 
neering. With the advantages of very little if any education 
at school, he applied himself at home and soon obtained a remark- 
able proficiency in the science ; so great, indeed, had been his 
application and improvement that he was appointed by the Gov- 
ernment, surveyor of the public lands in Texas. This exploration 
opened up to him another science that was just in its infancy. 
There were few works on geology when Mr. Lyon commenced the 
study, but he ' learned from the rocks.' 

On his return from Texas he was appointed on the State geolog- 
ical survey of Kentucky with Dr. D. D. Owen, Prof. E. T. Cox, 
Leo Lesquereux and others, and it was on this survey that his 
eminent abilities as .a geologist and topographical engineer were 
first made known to the scientific world. When hostilities com- 
menced between the North and South, the United States Govern- 
ment secured the services of Mr. Lyon and he was attached to the 
command of Gen. Morgan, of the Fourth Kentucky Cavalry, as 
chief of the Engineering corps, and by his skill and particularly 
by his knowledge of the topography of Kentucky, rendered efficient 
service in the first campaign of the war. During this cam- 
paign, at Cumberland Gap, he received several wounds, from the 
effects of which he never recovered. 

The home of Mr. Lyon on the Falls of the Ohio offered him pecu- 
liar advantages for the prosecution of his favorite studies. He 
devoted much attention to the Crinoidea of which he made a spec- 
ialty, and his collection of crinoids is considered equal to any in the 
world. Mr. Lyon contributed several articles and drawings of new 
genera and species of crinoids, found at the Falls of the Ohio, to 
the Philadelphia Academy of Science. A large portion of the report 
of the Kentucky Geological Survey was also from his pen. The 
report of the Smithsonian Institute, for 1870, contains a contribu- 
tion from Mr. Lyon upon the ancient mounds in Lyon County, Ky. 
For several years, however, his strength has not been equal to 
arduous work and he has devoted most of his time to study. 

Mr. Lyon was eminently a self-made man. By persistent and 
earnest study, aided by a naturally fine intellect, he made himself 
one of the first scientists of this country, and his contributions to 
scientific knowledge have earned for him a lasting record in the 
roll-book of' fame." 



The Eoyal Danish Society of Science proposes the following 
questions for competition for the year 1872 : — Question in His- 
tory. There has been discovered in late years, in the central 
and northern parts of Europe, an astonishing quantity of Roman 
and demi-Roman antiquities of the first centuries of the Christian 
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era. In the march of civilization, these " finds" throw light on 
certain interruptions and oscillations which seem to proceed from 
great wanderings of peoples who, in their turn, appear to be con- 
nected with the definite establishment of the iron age in the north, 
and with the first complete colonization of the Scandinavian penin- 
sula. In order to explain this question, the Society asks for a 
description of the principal Roman and demi-Roman "finds" in the 
countries of the central and northern parts of Europe, which were 
situated beyond the borders of the Roman Empire, and also desires 
that this description be accompanied by an argument based as 
much upon these archaeological data as upon historical documents, 
from which may be known the extent and importance of the 
current of Roman civilization in the countries mentioned and 
especially the changes which its interruptions and final cessation 
have brought on, in the civilization and colonization of the north. 
Natural History Question. — It is now a hundred years since, the 
celebrated observations of 0. F. Miiller on agamous reproduction 
(gemmiparity) of the Naiades was published, and although there 
is no reason to question their perfect accuracy on all essential 
points, it is very desirable to have them resumed in the actual 
light of science and with the means which it possesses to-day. 
Schultze, Leuckart and Minor have furnished history with valuable 
contributions of the manner of reproduction of the Naiades prop- 
erly called, as Claus and Lankester have of Chastogaster ; never- 
theless, science ought to be in possession of materials sufficient 
for intelligence on all points of which it is necessary to keep 
account. It is not known definitely what is the first origin of buds 
or first individuals, and the relations between the modes of gem- 
miparous and scissiparous reproduction consequently need to be 
better explained ; complete evolution, from the moment when one 
Naiad leaves the egg to that in which, among the generations 
sprung from that Naiad, there are found again sexual distinctions, 
has not been studied in all its phases, and it is still a question 
whether the same individuals (zooides) are gemmiparous and 
sexual, or if the sexual and agamous reproductions are strictly 
distributed over different individuals or generations. As for the 
other two groups of Anellides in which agamous reproduction has 
been observed hitherto, namely, the Syllides and the Sepulides, 
the question is almost at the same point. For these reasons, the 
Society desires to urge a thorough research, and one answering the 
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actual demands of science, of agamous reproduction and all the 
points pertaining to it, of one of the groups of these setiferous 
Anellides. It therefore offers its gold medal as a prize to the one 
who shall solve this question in a satisfactory manner, either for 
one or several species of the group of Naiades (comprising Chffito- 
gaster) or for one or several species of Syllides or Tubicolides. 
The papers should be accompanied by the necessary drawings 
explaining the points on which the researches have especially 
borne. The answers to these questions may be written in Latin, 
French, English, German, Swedish or Danish. The papers must 
not bear the name of the author but a motto, and must be 
accompanied by a sealed note, furnished with the same motto, 
enclosing the name, profession and address of the author. The 
members of the Society who live in Denmark do not take part in 
the competition. The prize awarded for a satisfactory answer to 
either one of the questions proposed, is the gold medal of the 
Society (value, about $100). Papers must be addressed before the 
end of the month of October, 1873, to the secretary of the So- 
ciety, Counsellor J. Japetus Sm. Steenstrap, Copenhagen. 

The Hassler Expedition left Talcahuana on the 25th ult. for 
Juan Fernandez where we spent two clays about the island and one 
day lying in the harbor, called Cumberland Harbor, which gave 
us an opportunity of making a very satisfactory collection for 
the short space of time. As Prof. Agassiz and Dr. Steindachner 
were left at Talcahuana to proceed over land to Valparaiso, all 
the work at the island devolved upon myself, but considering all 
the disadvantages, our trip there was a profitable one and amply 
paid us for the trouble. Our course was a direct line to Juan 
Fernandez and back to Valparaiso, thus forming a triangular 
track and soundings were made both ways, the deepest being 
2,410 fathoms. The weather was very beautiful and just the kind 
for enabling us to carry on our work to advantage. We spent 
May day on the island and with a fair wind reached Valparaiso 
on the 5th. We intended to remain here only two days, or just 
long enough to take on board our coal, but owing to several 
delays we shall be obliged to remain here one week. All the 
time here will be improved by the party to make as complete 
a collection as the time will allow and we are in hopes to do much 
in that direction. 
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We shall proceed from here to Callao where I suppose we shall 
arrive in nine days, from there to Panama, then Galapagos, etc. 
Soundings and dredgings will be continued and we hope to 
reap much scientific knowledge. Professor Agassiz is very well, 
excepting somewhat fatigued from his overland travel, and all the 
rest of our company are enjoying good health. The Professor was 
most successful in collecting during his travel from Talcahuana. 
— J. Henry Blake. Valparaiso, May 11th. 

The meeting of the American Association for the Advancement 
of Science, as announced in our last number, will be held in 
Dubuque, Iowa, on Wednesday, August 21st. The meeting will 
be called to order at 10 A.M. by President Gray. After the usual 
formalities of organization, the general meeting will adjourn and 
the members will meet in their respective sections for organiza- 
tion, and as soon as this is accomplished, the reading of papers 
will be in order. The order of the last meeting, by which the 
retiring president will preside during the first day and deliver his 
address in the evening, will be followed at this meeting, as it 
seems appropriate to have the president's address, and the for- 
mal, resignation of his chair to his successor, on the first day of 
the session. We trust that at this meeting of the Association, 
members will not forget the important bearing which .a proper 
organization has upon its scientific success, for certainly at several 
former meetings sufficient attention has not been given to the 
formalities required by the carefully prepared Constitution of the 
Association. Especially should care be used in the nomination of 
the six members of the Standing Committee, the Permanent Chair- 
man, Secretaries and Committees of the Sections: Every year there 
has been more or less complaint in regard to the admission of 
papers which were not worth the time they occupied, and at times 
papers have undoubtedly been excluded that had better claims for 
admission than others which were allowed to be read. This will 
ever be the case to a certain extent, from the very nature of the 
Association, but we feel convinced that if the following clause 
of the Constitution were strictly adhered to, many of these com- 
plaints would be avoided. 

Rule 9. No paper shall be placed on the programme unless admitted by the Sec- 
tional Committee ; nor shall any be read, unless an abstract of it has previously been 
presented to the Secretary of the Section, who shall furnish to the Chairman the titles of 
papers of which abstracts have been received. 
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Still another Rule of the Constitution, if properly attended to 
by the Standing Committee, would certainly save the Association 
from the discredit of publishing a few papers which a good natured 
committee had admitted to be read and discussed (sometimes with 
the hope that the discussion on the paper would induce its author 
to withdraw it from publication), but which have not the merit of 
" advancing science." The execution of this duty of the Stand- 
ing Committee would also probably save the Permanent Secretary 
much disagreeable correspondence during the " printing period " 
after the meeting, and though it might reduce the size of the 
annual volume, it would certainly add to its value as well as to the 
credit of the Association. We allude to Section 11 of 

Rule 4. Before adjourning, [it shall be the duty of the Standing Committee] to 
decide which papers, discussions, or other proceedings, shall be published. 

Another important item in regard to the success of the meetings, 
and one to which every member having a paper to present and the 
Standing and Sectional Committees should give their hearty coop- 
eration, is that of the daily programmes. The Constitution " re- 
quests " members to send the titles, with abstracts of their papers, 
to the Permanent Secretary, at least a day previous to the com- 
mencement of the meeting ; but there is often great delay in 
getting the list of papers presented in type, and still greater in 
arranging the programme for each clay. This might be avoided 
by passing a vote providing that papers on the Secretary's list, 
at the meeting of the Standing Committee the evening before 
the first general session, should have precedence over all others 
in making up the programmes by the Sectional Committees. It 
would also greatly facilitate matters if the Sectional Committees 
were obliged to give their programmes for the clay following to 
the Permanent Secretary by 4 o'clock in the afternoon previous, 
and the programme for the first day immediately after the 
organization of the Sections, not allowing papers to be read 
in a Section until its Committee had fully prepared the pro- 
gramme for the day ; for it is almost always owing to the little 
confusion in calling up the first papers, without proper announce- 
ment, that renders it so difficult to get smoothly started in 
the scientific work, while a recess of an hour to enable the 
Committee to prepare the programmes would save much more 
time to the section than thus taken, and would give mem- 
bers a chance to greet each other before real work commenced. 
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The following are -the officers of the Dubuque meeting. Presi- 
dent, J. Lawrence Smith of Louisville, Vice President, Alex. 
Winchell of Ann Arbor. Permanent Secretary, Joseph Lovering 
of Cambridge. General Secretary, E. S. Morse of Salem. Treas- 
urer, W. S. Vaux of Philadelphia. The Standing Committee con- 
sists of the above named officers and the following officers of the 
preceding meeting, Asa Gray of Cambridge, G. F. Barker of New 
Haven, and F. W. Putnam of Salem. (Six more members of the 
Standing Committee are elected at large from the Association on 
the first day, and the Permanent Chairmen of the Sections become 
members of the Committee.) Local Committee. — H. T. Wood- 
man, chairman ; C. A. White, 1st vice chairman ; Asa Horr, 2d 
vice chairman ; Samuel Calvin, local secretary ; E. D. Cook, 
assistant secretary; R. A. Babbage, treasurer; and 205 other 
gentlemen. We are convinced by the cordial tone of the circular 
of the Local Committee and from private letters received, that the 
citizens of Dubuque are resolved to spare no effort on their part to 
make the 21st meeting of the Association a decided success. We 
quote the following items from the circular : — 

On the evening of Wednesday, August 21st, a reception will be extended to the 
Association by the Hon. Win. B. Allison, U. S. Senator elect, and Chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Reception. Response from the Association, after which Prof. Asa Gray, 
retiring President of the Association, will deliver his address and give up the chair to 
his successor. From the success that has already attended the efforts of the Special 
Committees, and the expressed determination of the citizens to extend a liberal hos- 
pitality to the members, we can confidently promise that all can be entertained at 
private residences, free of charge, during the session. The Local Committee, therefore, 
earnestly request those intending to be present to notify the Local Secretary by letter 
as soon as possible. Members and those intending to become members will report 
immediately upon their arrival at the Reception Room of the Local Committee and 
register their names, when they will be conducted to the places to which they have been 
assigned. Notice of the location of the Reception Room of the Local Committee will 
be posted at the railroad depots, steamboat landings, and in the street cars and omni- 
buses of the city. Negotiations with the railroads have now progressed so far as to 
make it almost certain that we shall be able to give return passes over all the principal 
lines. All railroads leading from the city have generously offered the use of their lines 
for excursions to localities of special interest. Steamboats on the Mississippi river have 
also been tendered for a similar purpose. Arrangements for a number of excursions 
have been made, subject to the approval of the Association. Carriage excursions to 
the lead and spar caves, smelting furnaces, and to the exposures of fossiliferous 
rocks will also be provided for. Microscopists will confer, as soon as possible alter 
their arrival, with the Curators of the Iowa Institute of Science and Arts at the Recep- 
tion Room of the Local Committee, in relation to the care of any instruments or spec- 
imens they may have for exhibition. 

"Nature" for June 20th opens with a resume of the discoveries 
of Livingstone, and gives an account of the latest authentic 
reports, which place him at Unyanyembeh, where stores were 
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being sent him under charge of his son. It is Livingstone's 
purpose to go southward and discover the outlet to the great 
basin of the Tanganyika, extending from about 3° to 10° S. lat. 
and 27° to 39° E. long., which he had discovered, and explored 
on all sides except the southeastern. 

AlfSWEBS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

F. C. H., Yellow Springs, Ohio. — It is not at all improbable that some Tachina para- 
site infests Coreus trislis De Geer. It is well known that beetles in the imago state are 
sometimes so parasitized, and we have bred a small Tachina-fly from Cassida aurichal- 
ce«Fabr. See also Amek. Nat., Vol. V, p. 217. We should like specimens from Coreus 
tristis.—C.V. It. 

Mrs. P. H., New Haven.— The specimens of insects you sent to the NATURALIST, and 
which you found in such numbers on May 20th, are doubtless the Termes frontalis Hal- 
deman (order Neuroptera), and are called the American white ants. The workers and 
females are white and wingless. The males, which are mostly black and winged, appear 
in May and June and for a few days are often seen in countless swarms. These insects 
live in moist, decaying wood only, and doubtless found a congenial home under the 
doorstep mentioned. — E. N. 

BOOKS RECEIVED. 
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